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Motorists must be vigilant 
during “deer season”

Motorists are reminded to watch 
for deer along roadways, especially 
this time of year. June, October and 
November are peak months for deer-
vehicle accidents, according to Bill 
Jensen, big game biologist for the North 
Dakota Game and Fish Department. 
“Motorists are advised to slow down 
and exercise caution after dark to reduce 
the likelihood of encounters with deer 
along roadways,” Jensen said.

Most deer-vehicle accidents occur 
during the dawn and dusk hours when 
deer are most active. “Deer-vehicle 
accidents are at times unavoidable,” he 
explained, adding, “Motorists should 
be aware of warning signs signaling 
deer are in the area.” Twenty-two 
percent of deer-vehicle accidents occur 
between 5:30 and 6:30 p.m. while 13 
percent fall between 5:30 and 7:30 a.m. 
— during busy “drive times” as people 
go to and form work or school. An 
estimated 88 percent occur when it’s 
dark or light is limited. Deer-vehicle 
collisions have increased gradually 
over the past decade. Approximately 42 

Jerry Zunich
Williston

FUMI Pers. Lines
Al Weigel
Napoleon

Sjon Zunich
Williston

Life
Kim Zinke
Devils Lake

Misc. Lines
Ryan Heuchert

Grafton

Farmers Union Insurance agents are on the job 
serving policyholders in communities across 
North Dakota.“No one knows more about the risk 
management needs of farmers, ranchers, residents of 
rural  communities and big cities, and cooperatives 
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percent of annual deer-vehicle 
collisions occur during October, 
November and December, with 
20 percent occurring from 
October 25 - November 25.

To reduce your chances of 
being involved in a car-deer 
collision, remember these 
rules.

• First, always wear a seat 
belt. This will reduce or prevent 
injuries should you hit a deer.

• North Dakota Farmers Union 
staff who conduct Defensive Driving 
Courses for Farmers Union Insurance 
policyholders advise drivers not to take 
evasive actions to avoid hitting a deer. 
The safest course of action is to stay in 
your lane and brake fi rmly. By trying 
to swerve around a deer you may lose 
control and hit another object such as 
another deer or a vehicle, or possibly 
roll your vehicle into the ditch. If you 
see deer ahead in the ditches or on the 
road, slow down and honk your horn.

•When you see one deer cross the 
road, look for a second or third deer to 
follow. Also, motorists are urged to pay 
attention on roadways posted with Deer 
Crossing Area caution signs, which are 
posted at areas which are known to 
have signifi cant deer populations or 
are frequently used by deer moving 
between habitats.

• Deer whistles have not been proven 
to work. They do not project sound 
forward as does a vehicle horn that is 
powered by electricity or air. Deer do 
not hear ultrasonic frequencies.
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than hometown Farmers Union Insurance agents,” 
says Gary Geiszler, marketing manager for 
Farmers Union Insurance. The following agents 
excel at providing members with top-quality 
products at affordable rates: 

Just like drugs or alcohol, sleepiness 
slows reaction time, decreases 
awareness, and impairs judgment. Just 
like drugs or alcohol, it can be fatal 
when driving. Here are some facts 
and tips from the North Dakota Safety 
Council.

• Death rates based on mileage were 
2.3 times higher at night than during 
the day in 2003.

• 37% of drivers surveyed by the 
National Highway Traffi c Safety 
Administration admitted to falling 
asleep at the wheel at some point in 
their driving career.

•  8% admitted doing so in the past six 
months.

• 60% admitted falling asleep while 
driving on an interstate type highway 
with posted speeds of 55 MPH or 
higher.

The drivers at highest risk are: 
third shift workers, people that drive 
a substantial number of miles each 
day, those with unrecognized sleep 
disorders, and those prescribed 
medication with sedatives.

Recognize the symptoms 

of fatigue

•  Eyes closing or going out of focus.

• Persistent yawning.

• Irritability, restlessness, and impa-
tience.

•   Wandering or disconnected thoughts.

•   Inability to remember driving the last 
few miles.

•  Drifting between lanes or onto 
shoulder.

•   Abnormal speed, tailgating, or failure 
to obey traffi c signs.

•   Back tension, burning eyes, shallow 
breathing or inattentiveness.

Safety Tips

• Maintain a regular sleep schedule 
that allows adequate rest. 

• When the signs of fatigue begin to 
show, get off the road. Take a short 
nap in a well-lit area. Do not simply 
stop on the side of the road. 

• Avoid driving between 12 am and 6 
am.

When planning long trips:

• Share driving responsibilities with a 
companion. 

• Begin the trip early in the day. 

• Keep the temperature cool in the 
car.

• Stop every 100 miles or 2 hours to 
get out of the car and walk around; 
exercise helps to combat fatigue.

• Stop for light meals and snacks. 

• Drive with your head up, shoulders 
back and legs fl exed at about a 45 
degree angle.

Stay awake, stay alive


